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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX FUNDAMENTALISM
AS AN ELEMENT OF HYBRID WARFARE

The article examines the methods of struggle of Russian Orthodox fundamentalism, as part
of a hybrid war, which Russia uses to build the "Russian World". Russia stepped up its actions
after 2014. Various methods of hybrid influence were used against Ukraine. In the first two
phases, Russia used its own military forces to occupy Crimea. After that, Russia began to use
separatist troops in the Donbass to seize the east of Ukraine. To completely destabilize Ukraine,
Russia began to use Orthodox fundamentalists at all levels, from armed militants to Orthodox
believers of the Moscow Patriarchate on the streets of Ukrainian cities.

The methods used by Orthodox fundamentalists are soft power and power hard. By soft power,
we refer to the propaganda of the Russian Orthodox Church in social networks, on television,
radio and printed materials, Russian Orthodox missions in various countries of the world and
processions of the cross are also used to mobilize believers.

The hard power of Russian Orthodox fundamentalism should include the active military
operations of the armed detachments of Orthodox militants who have actively operated and
continue to operate in the east of Ukraine, the terror against religious leaders and believers
of other churches in Christianity.

The main goal set by the leadership of Russia is the establishment in Ukraine, a monopoly of the
Moscow Patriarchate. The establishment of a single Orthodox religion in Ukraine and Russia will
allow Moscow to better control Ukraine and its believers.

Between 2014 and 2015, Russia has already carried out a religious cleansing in occupied Crimea
and in some controlled parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. In these places, only
the Moscow Patriarchate operates. In our study, we have studied and described in detail
the methods that are used by Russia to build its religious monopoly in Ukraine.

Keywords: Russian Orthodox fundamentalism, Russian world, Russian Orthodox Church, Russian
orthodox army, propaganda.

Due to the fact that Orthodox fundamentalism and its use as one of the constituent elements
in the modern hybrid war is a rather broad topic, in our work we will focus on the study of Russian
Orthodox fundamentalism. The main geopolitical goal of modern Russia, which is not hidden at all, is to
create a geopolitical project "Russian World".

Russian President Vladimir Putin at the World Congress of Compatriots Living Abroad, held
in Moscow on October 31, 2018, gave his definition of "Russian World". According to him, the Russian
World is a union of people who feel a spiritual connection with Russia, regardless of their ethnic, national
or religious affiliation.

During the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) Local
Council in the Kremlin Palace in 2019, President Putin also noted that the ROC is a unifying factor for
the people of Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and other Orthodox nations®.

In turn, Patriarch Kirill in his sermons certainly notes that the ROC is one of the cornerstones of the
project "Russian World", also emphasizing that in Ukraine the creation of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church —
Kyiv Patriarchate UOC-KP and Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU) is a way to split the Russian people
and to the separate Ukrainian people from the Russian World. In addition, in his sermons, Patriarch Kirill,

1 PUA Hogocru (2019). [TyTun Ha BCTpeYe C IPEACTOATENSMH NPABOCIABHbBIX IepKBeit. Youtube
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cej55qqlbIM> (2021, February, 28).
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touching on the topic of relations with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyiv Patriarchate, Orthodox
Church of Ukraine and Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), often uses such formulations as "wrong
way", "separation of people from the true church”, "schismatic community", "path to the spiritual nowhere".
Such statements clearly show that the activity of Patriarch Kirill is an open evidence that the ROC is
involved as an active player in the hybrid war in the field of information and religious space of Ukraine and
in Orthodoxy in general®,

Speaking in the European Parliament in 2018, the head of the UOC-KP, Filaret accused Russia of
using the Moscow Patriarchate as one of the tools to spread the Russian World, which speaks in a voice of
enmity and calls for aggression against Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova. Filaret also said that an independent
church in Ukraine is one of the most important components of victory in the hybrid war against Russia. At
the same time, the ROC is pressuring the Orthodox Churches of Greece, Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus,
Poland, the Czech Republic, and Slovakia not to recognize the independence of the OCU. Russian
Orthodoxy is hostile to Orthodoxy throughout Europe, as Filaret summed up?.

The head of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, Metropolitan Epiphanius, said in an interview with
Ukrainian television that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Moscow Patriarchate actively opposes the
OCU, while using various methods of pressure: filing lawsuits, intimidating priests and communities,
countegacting the development of the OCU, and the transition of clergy and church to the new Ukrainian
church®.

Ukrainian scholar A.V. Fomenko in his dissertation "Fundamentalist turn in modern Russian
Orthodoxy" points out that Orthodox fundamentalism is the central ideological construct of the Russian
World. As mentioned earlier, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All
Russia explicitly stated that Russian Orthodoxy is part of the Eurasian project of the Russian World. The
researcher claims that after the collapse of the USSR, the Russians had an ideological crisis, in a vacuum of
a great idea, and a lack of ideology. In the 1990s, Russia needed a new ideology for its existence and
development, and the Russian World became such an ideology.

In the 1990s, scientific schools were formed in Russia in search of a new ideology. One such
ideological concept was developed by Russian political technologists Peter Shchedrovsky, Sergei
Gradyrovsky, and Yukhim Ostrovsky. According to them, the Russian World should be formed of various
large and small communities united by the Russian language, religion and common idea, its task is to
counter the further disintegration of Russia and its transformation into a new empire of the XXI century.

The leaders of post-Eltsin Russia took the idea of building a "Russian World" seriously. The new
ideology was to be accepted by the majority of Russians, who have nostalgia for the former greatness of the
USSR. It was to include elements of the conservative ideologies of the Russian Empire of the Romanov
dynasty and the USSR, but, at the same time, it was to be flexible and in line with world realities and future
trends. Metaphysical foundations, such as the Russian language, traditional values, and Orthodoxy, are very
important to the Russian world.

The concept of "Russian World" was introduced into the central Orthodox discourse by Patriarch
Kirill as the main dominant of Russia’s spiritual struggle with the West, the essence of which is the
construction of its own path of development different from the Western one®.

As can be seen from the above facts, Russia’s main strategic goal is to build a geopolitical project
"Russian World", the condition for which is the tactics of conducting a hybrid war. In turn, an element of
the hybrid war was the activity of the Russian Orthodox Church with its radical wing — Orthodox
fundamentalism.

At the beginning of the 2000s, the project of reviving Orthodoxy in Russia, as part of the Russian
World project, was just developing. An important event that pushed Russia to accelerate the development

! Poccus 24 (2018). IMarpuapx Kupuin Haspan caMo3BaHLIAMH HOBBIX YKPAMHCKHX PacKoJIbHUKOB. Youtube
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0iFDw8F780> (2021, February, 02).

2 HITO O6wectsennas Ipasoszamura (2018). dunapeT B eBponapiaMeHTe 0OBUHMII YIIII B HPONAraH/e «PyCCKOro MUPay.
Youtube <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp47dkGPPkY> (2021, February, 02).

3 Pasio Ceo6osa (2020). TILY npotusoctouT He Tosbko PIILI, Ho u Poccuiickas ®enepauus — Enudanuii. Youtube
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gX3DiZV{fMn4> (2021, February, 02).

4 domenko A. B. (2019) OynnaMeHTaNiCTCHKHI TIOBOPOT y Cy4aCHOMY POCIHCBKOMY MPaBOCIIaB i ducepmayis

Ha 3000ymms HAYyKo8020 cmynens kanoudama ginocogpcvrux nayk. Kuis: HanionanbHuii negarorivHuil yHiBepcuTeT
imeni M. II. JIparomanoBa, 168-171.
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of the concept of "Russian World" was the Orange Revolution in Ukraine in 2004-2005. Russia saw this
revolution as an offensive of Western cultural values in its area of interest. The next stage was the
Euromaidan of 2013-2014, when Ukraine completely left the zone of influence of Russia. The third stage
was the receipt by Ukraine of the Tomos of autocephaly and the creation of the Orthodox Church of
Ukraine, which was seen as the formation of Ukraine’s spiritual independence from Russia.

Methods of hybrid struggle of Orthodox fundamentalism can be divided into two types. The first
method is soft power, the second method is the use of hard power. The soft power includes statements by
Russian politicians and church figures, church diplomacy, public activities, social media activity,
cyberspace propaganda, and information policy in the media — television, radio and print. The hard power
methods of conducting a hybrid war by Orthodox fundamentalists include the forcible seizure and
destruction of temples, the persecution and murder of clergy and parishioners. Aggressive activists and non-
governmental armed units are used for this purpose.

As mentioned earlier, Russia is using the soft power of Orthodox fundamentalism in its hybrid war.

American political scientist Joseph Nye in his book " Soft Power the Means to Success in World
Politics" gives the following definition of soft power: " Soft power is the imposition on another country of
what you want, ... the ability of a state to join other players in international relations to its side to support its
interests on the world stage by demonstrating cultural and moral principles, economic prosperity and
political course™.

Russia uses the authority of leaders as soft power. In this propaganda construction, the first role is
played by Russian President Vladimir Putin and ROC Patriarch Kirill, who voice the main idea of the
Russian World, identify the enemy, assess the opponents of Russia’s geopolitical project and announce an
action plan.

For example, President Vladimir Putin took part in the celebrations on the occasion of the 1030th
anniversary of the Baptism of Russia, which took place in 2018. A liturgy in honor of this was held on the
Kremlin’s Cathedral Square, after which the President and the Patriarch took part in a procession to the
monument to Prince Volodymyr on Borovytska Square. In addition to President Vladimir Putin and
Moscow Patriarch Kirill, Patriarch Feodor of Alexandria and All Africa, representatives of local churches
of Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Georgia, Serbia, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Albania, Poland, Poland and Poland
took part in the procession. Vladimir Putin delivered a speech at the ceremony, outlining important
narratives of Russia’s ideology for the present and the future. In particular, he said: “The baptism of Russia
is a key, turning point in our history, an event of civilizational scale and transformative spiritual power. It
determined the further centuries-old path of Russia, influenced the entire world development. ... As the
thinker and philosopher Lev Gumilev noted, baptism gave our ancestors a higher freedom — the freedom to
choose between good and evil, and the victory of Orthodoxy gave Russia a thousand-year history.” The
celebration on the occasion of the 1030th anniversary of the Baptism of Russia in 2018 marked the starting
symbols of the construction of the "Russian World". First, this event was attended by representatives of the
secular and spiritual authorities of Russia, as a symbol of the unity of the state and churches, and the body
in the image of the state and its internal content in the form of spirit. Second, the main violin of Russia’s
ideological course in building the Russian Peace was defined as Russian Orthodoxy as a political regulator
of internal and external geopolitical relations. Third, the invitation to take part in the celebrations of
representatives of local churches of the ROC has become a symbol of the ties and growing influence of
Russian Orthodoxy outside Russia. Fourth, the procession and the common prayer marked Russia’s path to
the common unity of peoples and religions of the state. Finally, fifthly, the monument to Vladimir the Great
became a symbol of the emergence and existence of the Russian state not only within the current territory
of the Russian Federation, but also the territories of Ukraine and Belarus, as the unity of Orthodoxy and the
people of these countries?.

Of particular note are the two symbols marked during the celebration of the 1030th anniversary of the
Baptism of Russia: the procession and the monument to Prince Volodymyr, as elements of soft offensive
power, on which we will dwell a little. The procession is used by Russia to unite the Orthodox people
of Ukraine and Russia, to preserve the common identity and to prevent the formation of a separate
Ukrainian on the basis of the independent Orthodox Church of Ukraine and the Ukrainian language. Every

! Nye, J. S. (2005). Soft Power: The Means To Success In World Politics. PublicAffairs; lllustrated edition, 191.
2 TIpesunent Poccun (2018). Topocecmea no cayuaro 1030-nemusn kpewenus Pycu
<http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/58123> (2021, February, 02).
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year in Kyiv since 2014, this event is held by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate,
is political in nature and is a resource and tool of Russia to build an empire®.

In addition, on May 19, 2015, a procession was held in the Kiev-Pechersk Lavra in honor of the
birthday of Russian Tsar Nicholas I1.

An important element of the unity of the Russian World was the unveiling on November 4, 2016 of a
monument to Vladimir the Great in Moscow, near which two years later the 1030th anniversary of the
Baptism of Russia was celebrated.

The symbolism of this monument was the reconstruction of the model of perception of Christianity.
The ideological construction is formed in the form of succession of events: from the Byzantine national and
religious model to the state of Kievan Rus in 1030, then to the Russian Empire, the Russian Empire and the
modern Russian Federation. Thus, the model is modeled — Moscow (Russia) is the Third Rome.

Orthodox fundamentalism also uses modern information technology for soft power. There are special
Internet sites that promote Russian World and Russian Orthodoxy. These include the following sites:
"Russian World?, "Russian Orthodox Church", "Union of Orthodox Journalists™*, "Department of
External Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate"®, "Orthodoxy.ru”®, and others.

Missionary activity of the Russian Orthodox Church is carried out in exotic countries — in Papua
New Guinea and Taiwan’.

The Russian Orthodox parish in Taiwan is working to translate the Scriptures into Chinese to attract
more people to Russian Orthodoxy in that country?®.

Work is underway to promote Russian Orthodoxy on Youtube, where many different channels have
been created: "Holy Russia™®, Jesus-Portal®, tvsoyuz*!, TV channel SPAS®?, PravoslavieRu™®, TV Company
Glas™, Russianchurch®, "Father Online" and others®®.

There are independent Orthodox TV channels called "Union", "Savior”, "My Joy", "Voice",
"Radonezh""’.

Russian Orthodoxy also broadcasts around the clock on the Radonezh channel in the FM
broadcasting®®.

Russian Orthodox Church publishes orthodox magazine Foma®®.

As we noted above, Orthodox fundamentalism also uses brutal force in a hybrid war. The Cambridge
Dictionary defines hard power as the use of a country’s military power to achieve its interests without
the use of cultural and economic influence®.

! Tpomanceke Tenebauenns (2016). Yero xmate ot KpectHoro xona Ha Kues? Youtube
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnmSMXG4JuE> (2021, February, 02).

2 Pycckuit Mup (2021). Iasnas cmpanuya <https://russkiymir.ru/> (2021, February, 02).

3 Pycckas IIpaBocnasHas nepkoss. Odunuansuelii caiit Pycckoro Iatpuapxara (2021). Iagnas cmpanuya
<http://www.patriarchia.ru/index.html> (2021, February, 02).

4 Coro3 npaBociaBHeix xypHanuctos (2021). Iiasnas cmpanuya <https://spzh.news/ru (2021, February, 02).

5 Odunuanbrbiii caiit Mockosckoro Tatpuapxara (2021). Omoen srewnux yeprosnuix ceszeti (OBLC)
<http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/52719.html > (2021, March, 01).

6 IIpasocnasue-py (2021). Iasnas cmpanuya <http:/fwww.pravoslavie.ru/> (2021, March, 01).

" Bunorpanios, C. (2020). Cesamennuk PIIL: «ITepcriekTusbl a1 Muccu B Ilamya — HoBoii I'BiHee OrpoMHbIE».
Pycckuti Mup <https://russkiymir.ru/publications/277058/?sphrase_id=1120558> (2021, March, 01).

8 Bunorpaios, C. (2020). «Mbl ObITagMcs CO3/1aTh CBOEr0 POJia LIEPKOBHO-KUTACKmil A3b1K». Pycckuii Mup
<https://russkiymir.ru/publications/281465/?sphrase_id=1120558> (2021, March, 01).

9 Youtube (2021). Cesmas Pycw <https://www.youtube.com/user/RusSvjataja/videos> (2021, March, 01).

10 Youtube (2021). Jesus-Portal <https:/Avww.youtube.com/channel/UC71Z2ypn4zEimCxYAlug_2A> (2021, March, 01).
11 Youtube (2021). tvsoyuz <https://www.youtube.com/user/tvsoyuz> (2021, March, 01).

12'Youtube (2021). Tenexanan CIIAC <https://www.youtube.com/user/spastv2012> (2021, March, 01).

13 Youtube (2021). PravoslavieRu <https://www.youtube.com/user/PravoslavieRu> (2021, March, 01.)

14 Youtube (2021). Texexommanus ['mac <https://www.youtube.com/user/glastv> (2021, March, 01).

15 Youtube (2021). Russianchurch <https://www.youtube.com/user/russianchurch> (2021, March, 01).

16 Youtube (2021). BATIOIIIKA OHJIAHH <https://www.youtube.com/user/MsZn777> (2021, March, 01).

17 Cnapa Bory 3a Bce. IIpaBocnasubiii kunosan (2021). Ipasocrasuvie TB kananvi 6 npamom sghupe onaaiin
<https://sh-v.ru/tv.ntml> (2021, March, 01).

18 Panonex (2021). Inasnaa cmpanuya <https://radonezh.ru/radio> (2021, March, 01).

19 ®OMA. Unteprer xypuan (2021). Imasnaa cmpanuya <https:/ffoma.ru/> (2021, March, 01).

20 Cambridge Dictionary (2021). Hard power <https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/cnosaps/anrnuiickuii/hard-power>
(2021, March, 01).
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The Russian Federation has been using hard power since 2014 with purpose to establish the
superiority of the Russian Orthodox Church, to eliminate or dominate any other type of Orthodoxy that
Moscow considers hostile to the Russian World project. The liquidation of the UOC-KP was systematically
carried out in the occupied Crimea and in part of the occupied territories of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts.

After the annexation of Crimea by the Russian army, began the persecution of Christian
denominations. The first demand of the Russian authorities was the re-registration of all religious
organizations on the peninsula. Failure to do so would result in loss of legal personality. The Crimean
eparchy of the UOC-KP did not obey the requirements of the new order and was deprived of its status,
continuing its existence on the peninsula in conditions of illegality. Unlike the UOC-KP, the ROC
successfully re-registered in December 2014.

Of the 40 communities of the UOC-KP in Crimea in early 2014, in 2015 there were only 9 priests of
the Kyiv Patriarchate. Many parishes lost their premises due to the fact that the owners of the premises
rented by the Kyiv Patriarchate left Crimea. Also, many commercial entities that leased their premises to
the Kyiv Patriarchate refused to cooperate with Ukrainian religious organizations to avoid business
problems under the new Russian government.

Archbishop Clement of Simferopol and Crimea stated in 2015 that persecution, torture and abuse of
Ukrainians were being carried out on the territory of the occupied Crimean Peninsula, Ukrainian churches,
Ukrainian education and Ukrainian culture were being destroyed. Also, in his statement, he cites examples
of the seizure of the church in honor of the Holy Martyr Clement in the city of Sevastopol and the church in
honor of Andrew the Apostle in the village of Perevalny. In the village of Mramorne, Simferopol district,
the house of the head of the diocese was burned down.

In his statement, Metropolitan Clement noted cases such as the persecution of the Crimean people for
their religious beliefs and the seizure of the premises of the Crimean Diocese of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate’.

The report "Crimea without Rules”, prepared by the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union
(UHHRU), notes the systematic destruction of the Kyiv Patriarchate in Crimea. For example, on June 1,
2014, Russian troops seized the Church of the Apostles Peter and Paul, St. Nicholas, Holy Bishop
Mirlikivskiy, which was located on the territory of the Training Center of the Naval Forces of Ukraine on
the street. Lazarevskaya, 1, building 27 in the city of Sevastopol. On the same day, at 8 o’clock in the
morning, the Church of the Intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which belonged to the UOC-KP, was
seized. The church was located on the territory of the former military unit A0279 of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine in the village of Perevalny, Simferopol district, on the street Oktyabrskaya, 50.

On April 6, 2014, Russian Cossacks, blocked the Cathedral of the Holy Apostolic Princes
Volodymyr and Olga near Simferopol, which was located in the premises of the former House of Officers
(Simferopol, Sevastopolskaya St., 17-A), transferred to the UOC-KP in 1995. At the same time, the
cathedral could not be captured immediately. In 2015-2017, lawsuits took place, which led to the forced
eviction of the UOC-KP from the church. Representatives of the Kyiv Patriarchate themselves were not
allowed to attend the trials. On August 31, 2017, bailiffs used physical force against Archbishop Clement of
Simferopol and Crimea, stormed the church, dislocated his arm, and erected a barrier around the building?.

Tougher measures of influence were used by supporters of the Russian Orthodox Church in Donbas.
After the occupation of Crimea, the Russian Federation, with the help of pro-Russian separatists in the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions, began a systematic occupation of eastern Ukraine. Russia used armed groups
for religious purges.

Armed Orthodox fundamentalists in the Donbas consisted of Cossack battalions, which in their
ideology used the canons of Orthodoxy, fought under religious flags, defending the interests of Russian
Orthodoxy and the Russian World. Such Cossack groups had the support of the UOC-MP and the ROC.

! Apxienckon CiMdepononscbkuii i Kpumcbknii Ykpaincekoi ITpasociasnoi Liepksu Kuiscbkoro Iatpiapxaty
Kmumenrt (2018). [Tyomiusne 3Bepuenns. I oroc Kpumy, 08 uepsns.
<https://voicecrimea.com.ua/main/news/developments/publichne-zvernennya-arxiyepiskopa-simferopolskogo-i-
krimskogo-ukrainskoi-pravoslavnoi-cerkvi-kiivskogo-patriarxatu-klimenta.html> (2021, March, 01).

2 3aen, C., MapteiHosckuii, P., Ceupunosa, J. (2018) Kpsim 6e3 npasui. TemaTudeckuii 0630p CUTyaL|y ¢ IpaBaMu
4elloBeKa B yCIOBUAX OKKynanuu. CrienualibHbli BRITYCK. PennruosHas okkynanus: IpUTECHEHHE Y KPAUHCKOM
[IpaBociasHoit Llepksu Kuesckoro ITarpuapxara B Kpeimy. RCHR. Vipaiucwra Ieavcincoka cninka 3 npag moounu
<https://helsinki.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/KBP-Relyhyoznaya-okkupatsyya.pdf> (2021, March, 01).
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A report prepared by the Center for Civil Liberties and the International Partnership for Human
Rights within the framework of the International Civil Solidarity Platform with the support of Open Society
grants states, that Russian Cossacks have always enjoyed the support of the Russian authorities and the
ROC. They took an active part in the fighting in Transnistria, Serbia, Nagorno-Karabakh and Abkhazia;
The Cossacks took part in the October 1993 events on the side of the White House defenders in Moscow,
were involved in the grenade attack of the US Embassy in Moscow in 1995 and 1999, and the explosion of
the Moscow-Grozny train in 2005, according to the Center.

The two main armed groups of Orthodox fundamentalists involved in hostilities in the Donbas are the
Don Republic and the Russian Orthodox Army.

The Don Republic, or the Cossack National Guard, professes the ideology of Orthodox
fundamentalism and the Russian World. They use the Cossack flag as a battle flag: three stripes — blue,
yellow and red — and the image of the Saint Mary. Flags with the image of the Edessa and St. George’s
ribbon are also often used. The motto is "God is with us!””.

The second armed group of Orthodox fundamentalists is the Russian Orthodox Army (ROA). Their
motto is "Warriors of the faith, brothers of Great Russia, we will unite the entire South-East!" This armed
group of Orthodox fundamentalists was created in February 2014 by lIgor Girkin, known under the
pseudonym Streltkov. The organization was accused of kidnapping, torture and murder. As its symbol, the
ROA uses the image of the Orthodox cross on the background of a shield and a sword placed on the flag of
the Russian Federation, with the image of George the Victorious in the upper left corner?.

In 2014, during hostilities in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, UOC-MP clergy provided premises and
assistance to separatists in Donbas. Many priests of the UOC-MP and priests of the ROC from Russia, who
are very aggressive, adhere to the dogmatic and radical version of Russian Orthodoxy. They are also hostile
to any Western values and adhere to the ideology of Russian Orthodox fundamentalism.

In the spring of 2014, Orthodox fundamentalist militants began terrorizing members of canonical
Orthodoxy: the Greek Catholic and Roman Catholic Churches, as well as the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the Kyiv Patriarchate. Protestant churches such as the Evangelical Church of the Transfiguration, the
Church of Good Conscience, the Church of God, the Word of Life, the Seventh-day Adventist Church, the
Pentecostal Church, the Bethany Christian Baptist Church, and the Church of Christ were also terrorized.
Orthodox militants seized churches and premises belonging to religious organizations, tortured and killed
priests, and expelled them from territories controlled by the DPR and LPR.

There were also cases when holy fathers from the Russian Orthodox Church blessed separatists and
pro-Russian militants during artillery strikes on the Ukrainian armed forces, and read prayers®.

All these facts show that Orthodox fundamentalism plays an important role in a hybrid war
with a collective measure for the formation of the Russian World, achieving its goal through various
forms of soft and hard power. In addition, in the activities of Orthodox fundamentalism, behind which
stands the Russian Orthodox Church, the goal of eliminating any non-canonical Christian religions
is clearly stated.

References:

1. RIA Novosti [RIA News] (2019). Putin na vstreche s predstojateljami pravoslavnyh cerkvej [Putin at a meeting
with the heads of Orthodox churches.]. Youtube <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cej55qqlbIM>
(2021, February, 28). [in Russian].

2. Rossija 24 [Russia 24] (2018). Patriarh Kirill nazval samozvancami novyh ukrainskih raskolnikov [Patriarch Kirill
called the new Ukrainian schismatics impostors]. Youtube <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0iFDw8F780>
(2021, February, 02). [in Russian].

3. NPO Obshhestvennaja Pravozashhita [NGO Public Advocacy] (2018). Filaret v evroparlamente obvinil UPC v
propagande «russkogo mira» [Filaret in the european parliament accused uoc of promoting the russian world.].
Youtube <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp47dkGPPkY> (2021, February, 02). [in Russian].

! Kazaups Hanuonansnas Iapaus (2021). Iasnas cmpanuya <http://xn--80aaaajfjszd7a3b0e.xn--plai/> (2021,
March, 01).

2 Pycckas npasocnasHas apmus (2021). [aenas cmpanuya
<https://warriors.fandom.com/ru/wiki/Pycckasi_npaBocmaBrast_apmust> (2021, March, 01).

3 Hosuukog, A., Tomak, M., Baneko, C., Kynep, B. (2015). Korzna 6or craHoBuTcs opyskueM. [ncmumym penizitinoi
ceoboou <https:/www.irs.in.ua/files/publications/2015.04_Report_Religious_persecution_in_occupied_Donbas_rus.pdf>
(2021, March, 01).

107



EVROPSKY POLITICKY A PRAVNI DISKURZ ISSN 2336-5439 (Print); 2336-5447 (Online)

4. Radio Svoboda [Radio Freedom] (2020). PCU protivostoit ne tolko RPC, no i Rossijskaja Federacija — Epifanij.
[The OCU is opposed not only by the ROC, but also by the Russian Federation — Epiphanius]. Youtube
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gX3DiZV{Mn4> (2021, February, 02). [in Russian].

5. Fomenko, A. V. (2019). Fundamentalistskyy povorot u suchasnomu rosiyskomu pravoslavyi [A fundamentalist
turn in modern Russian Orthodoxy]: dysertatsiya na zdobuttya naukovoho stupenya kandydata filosofskykh nauk
[the dissertation for the degree of Candidate of Philosophical Sciences]. Kyiv: MP Drahomanov National
Pedagogical University [in Ukrainian].

6. Nye, J. S. (2005). Soft Power: The Means To Success In World Politics. Public Affairs; Illustrated edition. [in English].

7. Prezident Rossii [President of Russia] (2018). Torzhestva po sluchaju 1030-letija kreshhenija Rusi [Celebrations
on the occasion of the 1030th anniversary of the baptism of Rus]. <http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/58123>
(2021, February, 02). [in Russian].

8. Gromadske telebachennja [Gromadske television studio) (2016). Chego zhdat ot Krestnogo hoda na Kiev?

[What to expect from the Religious Procession to Kiev?] Youtube
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnmSMXG4JuE> (2021, February, 02). [in Russian].

9. Russkij Mir [Russian World] (2021). Holovna storinka [Homepage] <https://russkiymir.ru/> (2021, February, 02).
[in Russian].

10. Russkaja Pravoslavnaja cerkov. Oficialnyj sajt Russkogo Patriarhata [Russian Orthodox Church. Official website
of the Russian Patriarchate] (2021). Holovna storinka [Homepage] <http://www.patriarchia.ru/index.htmi>
(2021, February, 02). [in Russian].

11. Sojuz pravoslavnyh zhurnalistov [Union of Orthodox Journalists] (2021). Holovna storinka [Homepage]
<https://spzh.news/ru> (2021, February, 02). [in Russian].

12. Otdel vneshnih cerkovnyh svjazej. Oficialnyj sajt Moskovskogo Patriarhata. [Department for External Church
Relations. Official site of the Moscow Patriarchate] (2021). Holovna storinka [Homepage]
<http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/52719.htmlI> (2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

13. Pravoslavie-ru. [Orthodoxy-ru] (2021). Holovna storinka [Homepage] <http://www.pravoslavie.ru/>
(2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

14. Vinogradov, S. (2020). Svjashhennik RPC: «Perspektivy dlja missii v Papua — Novoj Gvinee ogromnye»

[Priest of the Russian Orthodox Church: "The prospects for the mission in Papua New Guinea are enormous"].
Russkij Mir [Russian World]. <https://russkiymir.ru/publications/277058/?sphrase_id=1120558> (2021, March, 01).
[in Russian].

15. Vinogradov, S. (2020). «Mi pytaemsja sozdat Svoego roda cerkovno-kitajskij jazyk» [“We are trying to create
a kind of Church-Chinese language™]. Russkij Mir [Russian World].
<https://russkiymir.ru/publications/281465/?sphrase_id=1120558> (2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

16. Youtube (2021). Svjataja Rus [Holy Russia] <https://www.youtube.com/user/RusSvjataja/videos>
(2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

17. Youtube (2021). Jesus-Portal <https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC71Z2ypn4zEimCxYAluq_2A>
(2021, March, 01). [in English].

18. Youtube (2021). tvsoyuz <https://www.youtube.com/user/tvsoyuz> (2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

19. Youtube (2021). Telekanal Spas [TV channel Spas]. <https://www.youtube.com/user/spastv2012> (2021, March, 01).
[in Russian].

20. Youtube (2021). PravoslavieRu [OrthodoxyRu]. <https://mww.youtube.com/user/PravoslavieRu> (2021, March, 01.).
[in Russian].

21. Youtube (2021). Telekompanija Glas [TV company Glas]. <https://mww.youtube.com/user/glastv> (2021, March, 01).
[in Russian].

22. Youtube (2021). Russianchurch <https://www.youtube.com/user/russianchurch> (2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

23. Youtube (2021). Batjushka onlajn [Priest online]. <https://www.youtube.com/user/MsZn777> (2021, March, 01).
[in Russian].

24. Slava Bogu za vse. Pravoslavnyj kinozal [Thank God for everything. Orthodox cinema] (2021). Pravoslavnye
TV kanaly v prjamom jefire onlajn [Orthodox TV channels live online. <https://sh-v.ru/tv.html> (2021, March, 01).
[in Russian].

25. «Radonezhy» (2021). Holovna storinka [Homepage] <https://radonezh.ru/radio> (2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

26. Foma. Internet zhurnal [Thomas. Internet magazine] (2021). Holovna storinka [Homepage]. <https://foma.ru/>
(2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

27. Cambridge Dictionary (2021). Hard power <https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/cinoBaps/anriuiickuii/hard-power>
(2021, March, 01). [in English].

28. Arkhiyepyskop Simferopolskyy i Krymskyy Ukrayinskoyi Pravoslavnoyi Tserkvy Kyyivskoho Patriarkhatu Klyment
[Archbishop of Simferopol and Crimea of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate Clement] (2018).
Publichne zvernennya [Public address]. Holos Krymu [Voice of Crimea], June, 08.
<https://voicecrimea.com.ua/main/news/developments/publichne-zvernennya-arxiyepiskopa-simferopolskogo-i-
krimskogo-ukra%D1%97nsko%D1%97-pravoslavno%D1%97-cerkvi-ki%D1%97vskogo-patriarxatu-klimenta.htmI>
(2021, March, 01). [in Ukrainian].

108



ISSN 2336-5439 (Print); 2336-5447 (Online) EUROPEAN POLITICAL AND LAW DISCOURSE ® Volume 8 Issue 5 2021

29.

30.

31.

32.

Zaec, S., Martynovskij, R., Sviridova, D. (2018). Krim bez pravil. Tematicheskij obzor situacii s pravami cheloveka
v uslovijah okkupacii. Specialnyj vypusk. Religioznaja okkupacija: pritesnenie Ukrainskoj Pravoslavnoj Cerkvi
Kievskogo Patriarhata v Krymu [Crimea without rules. Thematic overview of the human rights situation under
occupation. Special issue. Religious occupation: oppression of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyivan
Patriarchate in Crimea)]. Ukrainska Gelsinska spilka z prav ljudini [Ukrainian Helsinka Spilka for Human Rights].
Kiev. <https://helsinki.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/KBP-Relyhyoznaya-okkupatsyya.pdf> (2021, March, 01).
[in Russian].

Kazachja Nacionalnaja Gvardija. Internet portal [Cossack National Guard. Internet portal]. (2021). Holovna storinka
[Homepage] <http://xn--80aaaajfjszd7a3b0e.xn--plai/> (2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

Russkaja pravoslavnaja armija [Russian Orthodox Army] (2021). Holovna storinka [Homepage]
<https://warriors.fandom.com/ru/wiki/Pycckas_mpaBocmaBuas_apmust> (2021, March, 01). [in Russian].
Novichkov, A., Tomak, M., Valko, S., Kuper, V. (2015). Kogda Bog stanovitsya oruzhiem. Presledovanija

po religioznym ubezhdenijam v hode voennogo konflikta na vostoke Ukrainy [When God becomes a weapon.
Persecution for religious beliefs during the military conflict in eastern Ukraine]. Grazhdanskaja solidarnost

[Civil Solidarity] <https://www.irs.in.ua/files/publications/2015.04_Report_Religious_persecution_in_occupied_
Donbas_rus.pdf> (2021, March, 01). [in Russian].

109





